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21 February 16. 1732. 


Ar the Anniverſary Meeting of the 
Society for the Propagation of the 
_ Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 


Greed, That the Thanks of the 
SocinTy be given to the 
Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
Lichfield and Coventry, for his Ser- 
mon Preached this Day before the 
SocitTy, and that He be defired 
to Print the ſame. „ 
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7 will tholare' 415 n : the Seed 
© hath ſaid unto me, Thou art my Son, 
"this day have I begotten thee. A 
of me, and ] ſpall give thee the Hea- 
then for thine Inberitance, and che 
. uttermoſ Parts of the n e "hy 
Pale. 1 


9 HAT he Book of prin in 
general, | is not a mere Collecr 
ſitions of 


David ad — but abounds 
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With 2 relating to the Meſiaby, canr 


not but appear very clearly to us Chriſ- 
tians; on the expreſs; Authority of our Rleſ- 
ſed Lord ; who; after his Reſurrection, ſa id 
thus to his Diſciples ; Theſe are the. Words Lule 


XXIV. 44, 


which' [pake' unto you, while, I was'yet wach 5, ©. 


„ you, 


2 


— 
A SERMON before the Society 


= th. 4 


you, that all things muſt be fulfilled which 
were written inthe Law of Moſes," and in 
the Prophets, and in the Pſalms. concerning | 
me. Then opened he their Underſtanding, that 

they might underſtand the Scriptures : (that 
is, the Facts relating to himſelf in the 
Pſalms, among the reſt) and ſaid nnto them, 
Thus it is written, (that is, likewiſe in the 
Eſalms) and thus it behoved Chrift to ſuffer, 
and to riſe from the. Dead the third. Day ; ; 
and that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
ſhould be preached in his Name among all 
Nations, beginning. at Feruſalem. This is 
indeed ſo evident a Truth, that it has been 


_ confeſſed by the Fews themſelves ; the more 


eminent of whom have acknowledged that 
many of the Pſalms a are Prophetical (of the 
Meſſiab. 

AND that the ſecond Pſalm in particu- 
lar, whatever relation it might more im- 
mediately bear to the Affairs of David or 
Solomon, confidered as Types of the Meſſiah, 
is to be interpreted of the Maſſiab himſelf, 
is moſt certain from the Teſtimonies of ſe- 
veral of the Sacred Writers of the New Teſ- 


tament, with which thoſe of the moſt learn- 


ed Jewiſh Rabbins do likewiſe concur. | For 


the beginning of this P/a/m is applied to 


Jeſus Chrift by Peter and Jobn, and an 
whole 


ä — — —— 
For. 7hs Propagation of the Goſpel, 5. 


whole Chriſtian Aſſembly with them, who 
are ſaid toi have joined with one accord in” 


Servant David (a little before ſtiled a Pro- Sr. 
phet by St. Peter) bath ſaid, My did the ans i. 
Heathen rage, and the People imagine vain 30 
things? The Kings: of. the Earth food up, 
and the Rulers were gathered together againſt 
the, Lord, and againſt his-Chrift. For of 4 
Truth againſt: thy .. holy Child Jęſus, "whom 
thou, haſt andinted, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the People of 
Iſrael, were gathered together, for ro do what- 
| ſoever. thy Hand and thy Counſel determined 


before to be done. And now, Lord, behold l 


their. Thregtnings c. To which it is fub2 
joined, as if it were deſigned to ſhew that 
chis Interpretation of the ſecond Fſulm was 
inſpited ; And when they bad prayed, the ver. zi. 
Place was ſhaken where they Were" aſſembled | 
together, and they" werr all filled with" the 
Holy: Ghoſt; und they" poke” "the" Wird" of 
God with: Byldugſi. Indeed this laſt Paſlage 
' plainly alludes to the following words of 

this P/alm'; Hethat ſitterb in Heaven halter. 4: 5» 
laugh, the Doru fpulli\have t hem in Heri fun: 
He. ſhall peak /unto them in his i ruth, and 
vex them. in bit ſore Diſpleaſure. And the 
additional Account of the vain Threatnings 


praiſing that God, who by the Mouth of ha = 
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6 ASR ore the Society \ | 
of the Apoſtles and finſt Diſciples, by the 
Ads iv. 2, Jewiſhꝰ Governours, aſſembled in Council, 
* who were grieved and cut to the Heart hy 
Adds v. iy, their repeated Miracles and firm Reſolu- 
3” tion, is an Illuſtration of theſe Prophetical 
Words of the Pſalmiſt; who. goes on thus, 
Yet have I ſet ny King upon my boly Hill 
of Sion: or, according to the Vulgate Ver- 
ſion, with a very ſmall Variation of the 
preſent, Hebrew: Text, and: poſſibly taken 

from a more ancient Copy then extant, 7 
am- fot." King upon ny bah Hill' of Stn, s 
ſpoke in the Perſon of the Meſfab him- 
ſelf. However, the Senſe of the Prophecy 
IG. fl. . is much the ſame. For out of Sion was t 
9 forth the Law, and the Mord q the Lord 
from Jeruſalem, And the earlieſt Accounts 
of the Church acquaint us, that the Upper- 
room, where the Diſciples firſt aſſembled, 
was. on Mount Sion. With regard to the 
King uo wat to be jet upon rbe holy Hill: of 
Sion, he is underſtood by ſome of the molt 
celebrated Jewiſh,Rabbins, and particularly 
by Jarchi and Saadias, to be the King 
Maſiab. But whether thoſe Words are 
ſuppoſed to have boen ſpole by:G on him 
ſelf, or by the Meftiah, the Words of out 
Text; which immediately follow, are a 5 
greed to beſpoke in the Perſon of _— = 


— n —— — of 2d e 4 Bn — 2 ce 


Fab? : EET 1 —— 555 Dees the 
Lird hath ſaid unto me, Thou - art my Son, 
this day have ] begotten thee. Ant ef me 
and I ball give thee the Heut hen for think 
Inberitance, und the "uttermoſt | Parts of the 
Barth for thy Poſſeſion. That the former 
Part of theſe Words belongs to the proper 
Character of the Meſfab, or Feſus Chrift, 
is more than once aſſer ted by St. Paul, and 
chat on two different Accounts; the one, 
as Jeſus was declared (among other Reaſons 
for that Title) 20 be the Son o/ God with Rom. i. 4, 
Power, by his Reſurreftion from the Dead. 
for, ſays that Apoſtle, God hath | falfilled the Acts xiii. 
22 which was made unto the Fathers, * 
unto us their Children, i in that he hath raijed 
up Feſus again; as it is alſo written in the 
ſecond Pſalm, Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee,” "The other Citation 
of this Paſte is in an Application of it to 
Feſus Chriſt, with regard to his Priefth 
Office; on which Occafion St. Paul ſpeaks 
thus; Chriſt glorified not himfel, if ro be made, - 
an High-Prieft, But ze that ſaid' unto him, 4 
Thou art my Son, this day have 1 Begorren 
thee.” As for the other Part of tlie Text, 
the Connexion of it with what precedes it 
ſeems to be this: When, according to the 
19 8017 ne Decree, the 222 Was l ared to 
1110 be 


Der e e 


de the Son of. God and 5 — he was to be 
Inaugurated into his Royal Office, by aſ- 
ſigning him a, proper Dominion, which is 
no leſs than the: I nheritance, or. promiſed 
Poſſeſſion, of the Gentile Nations, even in 
the remoteſt Parts of the Earth; who in 
the divine Deſignation were taken into the 
peculiar People of the Meſſiah, and would 
actually become his Subjects in the Fulneſs 
of Time. This is the Myftery that was bid 
from Ages and Generations of the vulgar 
Jews, tho' not from the Prophets. among 
them; but was more clearly reyealed by 
the Spirit to the Apoſtles, and particularly 
to St. Paul, the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
who Jaboured more abundantly than. they all, 
in reducing the Gentiles to the Church of 
Chriſt, and in inveſting his Lord with the 
Poſſeſſion of the Empire of the Heathen 
World, which was to be incorporated with 
the Jews, upon their Reſtoration... to the 
Divine Favour. As to What follows in the 
ſecond Pſalm, Thou ſhalt. break. them with 
4 Rod of Tron, thou halt daſh them in pieces 
like 4 Potter's Veſſel, it ſeems to be an Ex- 
preſſion that bears ſome Reſemblance to 
Hg ü. 6, the lofty one of Haggai, 1 will ſhake. all 
7 Nations, and the Defire of all Nations ſhall 
ame: lor it probably relates to the great 


Com- 


Heb. v. 9. 


** — 
fer ibe Propagation of the Goſpel. 9 


Commotions of the World, and Nel. 
tions of Empires, that would previouſſy 
contribute to the ſueceſsful Propagation of 
Chriſtianity in the latter Ages of the World, 
as they did in Fact prepare the Way for 
the ſpreading of the Goſpel at firſt through- 
out the Roman Empire. What remains of _ 
this Prophetical Eſalm is an Admonition to ag Hor 
Kings and others in Authority, to be ſo 12. 
w/e as to receive the Diſcipline of Chriſt, 
and to 4%, or do Homage to, the Son 
of Gop as King of Kings, (poſſibly by way 
of Alluſion to the known Ceremony of 
kiſſing the Hands, or Feet, or Garment, of 
earthly Kings) under the Penalty of his 
high Diſpleaſure and their own Ruin; tho 
indeed thoſe Words may likewiſe relate to 
the Jewiſb Ceremony of Diſciples ſaluting 
the Rabbi that inſtructed them, in token of 
Submiſſion to his Authority. However, 
both theſe Senſes are comprehended under 
the Phraſe, Kz/s the Son, as they are very 
applicable to the Mefiah, both as a King and 
4 Prophet; on a well grounded Dependence 
upon whoſe Favour, in each Capacity, a 
Bleſſing: is pronounced: 7 are all they ver. 12. 
that put their Truſt iu him. 
HavinG thus at large 1 the 
Texts by its Connexion with what goes 
B | before 
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before and after it Ia ſhall talec 3 
from it. to treat of the Univerſality of 

Kingdom ef Cg, and enquire ham ve 
may beſt e to it, a een 
Mechad. SEL 58 1 Fit Pld. f 


7 


"Finer 1 all f Ari fag all ee 
ſuhall. in due time, be converted to the 
_ Chriſtian Religion, according to the 
conſtant tenour of en 
sbeenb v, 8 Since all bens are not, 
in fact, converted as yet to Chriſti- 
anity, I ſhall enquire whether the per- 
formance of Miracles, conſidered as 
the moſt powerful Mechod of confirm- 
ing the Truth of any Religion, and 
_ therefore of propagating it, is to be 
expected at preſent, in order to the 
. Converſion of a ue . | 
tian. 0 922 4 FT 


| Tun v, Tho' Miracles ate not tobe 

expected at preſent, yet may they juſtiy 

be ſo before the End of che World, 

tio facilitate and perfect enen 
of Infidel Nannen OY 1 


9 


4 > 


ene 


4 447 


FA F QURTHLY, 1 fhall — * what are 
the. moſt proper Methods to be now 

0 uſed, in order to convert the unbe- - 
N auge part of the World to Chriſ- 

Tianity, and more eſpecially the Pa- 
gans in America, as thoſe wich whom 
N Society for Propogating the Go 
fel in Foreign. PEW. is more imme⸗ 

e ee ee 


R I am to y 8 * | 
ſhall, in- due time, be, converted to the 
Chriſtian Religion, according to the con- 
ſtant tenour of ancient Prophecy. x. 
97 would ſwell a Diſcourſe of this na- 
ture to an unuſual Bulk, if 1 made an - 
| duQtion of all the Prophecies that relate to 
this Subject. However, 1 ſhall fleet a few 
of chem that are ſufficient to evince that 
the. Kingdom of .Chrift is univertal, 1 N. | 
only in the N Intention, and in its _ 
own Nature and ' Tendency; but that. all . | S 5 


4 


Nations will actually be converted to Chriſ- 
tianity. And the firit I (hall mention, is 

the early P romiſe al Gon. 0 4 rabaw, Gen. xii. [ok io 
5 in him all the. Families, of the Barth 3: 915 
ſhall, be bleſſed. Which is explained aftgr- 1 
wards by Gon, as, coxenanting wWth him, mo 


B2 . 
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12 A SERMON before the Society 


not merely of Abraham himſelf bur of his 
oy 5 Seed, in which all the Nations of the Earth 
xxi. 18. ſhall be bleſſed, And theſe Promiſes are ex- 
preſly applied by St. Paul to Feu Chriſt, 
as the one, the choſen, and diſtinguiſhed 
Gal. iii. 8, Seed; to thy Seed, ſays he, which is Chriſt ; 
bs. 16, and therefore he aſſerts, that the Goſpel Was 
preached before unto Abraham, and that it 
as forefeen that God would juſtify the Hea- 
_ then through Faith, in virtue of the Divine 
Promiſes, that in bim ans his goes, all Na- 
tions ſhall be bleſſed.” © 
TRAr the 224 Pſalm, 1s Propherical i 
Chriſt, appears very clearly, not only from 
—_ ao our Lord's Application of part of it to 
18, 27, himſelf, whilſt he was hanging on the 
Croſs, but from the Evangeliſt's Interpre- 
tation of it by the ſeveral Circumſtances 
of his Paſſion, conſidered as foretold in it. 
And in this Pfalm it is expreſly foretold, 
that all the ends of the World ſhall remem- 
ber and turn" unto the Lord, and all the 
Kindreds of the Nations ſhall wor ſhip _ 
him : for the Kingdom is the Lord's. 
which I ſhall only obſerve, that by the ne- 
ceſſary Connexion of this Paragraph with 
the previous diſtinguiſhing Characters of his 
Paſſion, theſe Words are to be underſtood 
of hs univerſal _— of the Meſfiah. 
A N- 


7 ͤ RAIL LET 


> ” 

v6 
* 

: 

Wi 

© a 

2 


7v—vvꝛꝛ w A 


"Fs 


" for rhe F reputation 75 7he Copel. 


Ax OTHER Pſalm I cannot omit, in 


trons ſhall ſerve him. Men ſhall be ble 
fed in bim; all Nations ſhall call him Bleſ- 


ſed. Paſſages theſe of a Pſalm intitled, For 


Solomon, which cannot literally be applied 
to him, but muſt neceſſarily be extended 
farther, and be transferred from him, as a 
Type of Chriſt, to Chrift himſelf; and, in 
the proper Senſe of the Words, 4 greater 
Perſon than Solomon is here to be under- 
ſtood. But having already enlarged on the 
Prophecy of Chriſt, as contained in the ſe- 
cond Pſalm, I ſhall add no more Teftimo- 
nies out of the Book of Pſalms, relating 


to the univerſal Kingdom of Chriſt, how 


numerous ſoever they may be. 

As for the Evangelical Prophet, he a- 
bounds with ſo many ſublime Deſcriptions 
of the Kingdom of the Meſiab, as ſpread 


throughout the World, and of the flowing, l . 
in of all Nations into it, together with the 


Reſtoration of the Fews to the Divine Fa- 
vour, and their readmiſſion into the Church, 
that to enumerate thoſe Paſſages would be 
the ſame thing, as to tranſcribe a very con- 


fiderable part of Iſaiab's Prophecies, It is, 6,18, 
enough therefore to refer to them in ge- 20, Ge. 


neral, 


which are theſe memorable Paſſages ; All Pal. lrxii. 
Kings ſhall fall down before bim; all Na-. 
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2 
neral, but more eſpecially to thoſe recorded 
lar in the 498, 52%; and 60. Chapters of that 
ir. 2, 3- eminently diſtinguiſhed Prophet. N 

% Tus praphetical Account of the uni- 


verſal Kingdom of the Meſiah, as given 


Dan. vii. by Daniel, is ſo very emphatical, that ic 
8. well deſerves to be here repeated: namely, 
Behold one like the Son of man came with 
the Clouds of Heaven, and came. to the An- 


See too 


ch. ii. 44 him. And there was given bim Dominion, 


and Glory, and a Kingdom, that all people, 


nations, and languages ſhould ſerue him: his 
Dominion ts an everlaſting Dominion, which 
ſhall not paſs away, and bis Kingdom that 
which ſhall nat be deſtroyed. Who this Sox 
of Man is, we Chriſtians cannot but be well 
apprized, when we recolle& that it is the 


diſtinguiſhing Title which our Lord gave 


himſelf; which probably was founded on 


this very Paſſage of Daniel; and eſpe- 


cially when we compare the Account of his 


coming with the clouds of Heaven, as given 


by Daniel, with the Son f max's com 
in the clauds of Heaven, with power and 
great Glory, and acting as a King, before 
. whom all Nations were en: as w_ 
by St. Matthew. Mk to: 1:39 widauab! 


tient of days, and they brought him near before | 


Malachi 
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"Malachi too is very expreſs in his Pro- 
phecy about the ſpreading of the Knowledge 
and Worſhip of the true Gop throughout 
the. whole Gentile World. Says he, From Mal. i. 11. 
the rifing of the Sun, even unto the going 
daun of the fame, my Name ſhall be great 
among the Gentiles; and in every place, In- 
cenſe ſhall be offered unto my Name: for 
my Name ſhall be great among the Heathen, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts. A Paſſage, which 
can only be explained by the univerfal King- 
dom” of Cbriſt, as it is contradiſtinguiſhed 
from the narrow Limits of the Jewiſb 
Church, and by the ſpiritual Worſhip of 
G op under the Goſpel, as ſignified by thoſe 
Symbols. of Prayers' and Praiſes that bonds 
every where be offered vp to Gop. And 
indeed theſe Words are, in ſome meaſure, 
now. fulfilled by the Propagation of the 
Goſpel from. the Eaſt to the remoteſt Weſt, 
even to America-itlelf, _ 

Wi regard to che New Teſtament, 
two or three Paſſages out of it will be ſuf- 
ficient to {ſhew the univerſal Extent of the 
Kingdom of Chrit.: He himſelf aſſured his 
Diſciples, that the Goſpel of the Kingdom gue. al 
ſpall be preached in all the World, for a Wit- 1 
neſs unto. oll. Nations, and then fall the end © 
comme. And tho all the World, tan # Uneuin, 

may 
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. SERMON before the Society 


may be there interpreted the Roman World 
or Empire, throughout which the Goſpel 


was preached before the end of the Fewr/h 
Polity, and the Deſtruction of Feruſalem ; 


yet as the coming of that end was Typical 


Luke 
xxi. 24. 


Mat. 
xxviii. 19, 
20. 


Rom. xi. 
15s 25s 


of the end of the World, properly ſo called, 
and as the Expreſſion, All Nations, is of a 
greater Latitude, and likewiſe as the very 
ſame high prophetical Figures are uſed of 
each Coming of Chriſt to put an end to both, 
this Prophecy may be juſtly conſidered as 
comprehending both. And more eſpecially 


ſo, ſince in the parallel Account of St. Luke 


our Lord has added, that Feruſalem ſhall be 
troden down of the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled ; that is, till 
all Nations ſhall be incorporated with the 
Chriſtian Church, agreeably to the foremen- 
tioned ancient Prophecies. And therefore 
our Lord, at his leaving the World, com- 
manded his Diſciples to Proſelyte all Nations 
to his Religion; and in doing ſo, he aſſured 
them he would be with them, or affiſt them, 


even unto the end of the World. 


ST. Paul, on the like prophetical Occa- 
ſion, uſes ſeveral Expreſſions that are equi- 
valent to thoſe of his great Maſter. He 
ſays, that Blindneſs in part is happened unto 


Wea until the rc ” the GentIles ay 


= 5 8 of the Go ofpel. 6 2 
S by the Prophets) -be come in. "And 
| fo all hae ſhall be ſaved ; that is, reſtored to 
a Capacity of Salvation, by being converted © 
to Chriſtianity : And he adds, that ithe''re- 
ceiving them into the Church of Chriſt, ſhall 
be Life from the Dead to the Gentile World; 
as likewiſe, that God hatb concluded them 
all in unbelief, that he might have Mercy up- 
on all; that is, upon all Jews and Gentiles, 
by and in Conſequence 9 chair Converſion 
to Chriſtianity. ' 
I wiLL add but one Pillage more upon 
this Head, but that a very ſignificant one, 
out of the Revelation of St. John a mypſti- 
cal Book indeed, but what is generally ac- 
knowledged to comprehend the Hiſtory of 
the Church, till the Conſummation of all 
Things. The Paſſage is this; And tbe f. Rer. x. 
venth Angel ſounded, and. there were great 
Voices in Heaven, ſaying," The Kingdoms of 
3 the World [& c & dete, not Th I- 
ul are become the Kingdoms of our Lord 
| 3 and of bis Chrift,. and be ſhall reign for ever 
and. ever. And this is beſt explained by the 
neighbouring Paſſages that relate to it, name- 
ly, that. in the Days of the Voice of the fer Rev. x. 
' venth, Angel, when he ſhall, begin to ſound, the — | 
Myſtery. of God ſhould be finiſhed,” as be bath 
| Hale to, OSes ths \Prophert: And 
_ Min, 
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again, it preſently follows this Completion 
of the antient Prophecies, that the Time of 
Rev. xi. the Dead is come, that they ſhould be judged, 
18. and that God ſhould give reward unto bis Ser- 
vants the Prophets, and to the Saints, and 
them that fear his Name, &c. So that upon 
the whole, we find the univerſal Kingdom 
of Chriſt upon Earth actually eſtabliſhed, 
and all the antient Prophecies, about the 
Converſion of all Nations to the Chriſtian 
Religion, exactly fulfilled, before the Con- 
ſummation of all Things. 23 
I now proceed to the ſecond Head pro- U 
poſed, namely, that, Since all Nations are 3 
not in Fact converted as yet to Chriſtianity, 
I ſhall enquire whether the Performance of 
Miracles, conſider d as the moſt powerful 
| Method of confirming the Truth of any Re- 
ligion, and therefore of propagating it, is 
to be expected at preſent, in order to the 
5 Converſion of Jafidel - Nations to Chrifti- 
anity. 
Matt FTuoven our Lord has all Pee Nee 
il 18. 25fo him both in Heaven and Darth, and all 
- pf viii. 6. Things are ſaid fo be put in SubjetHon under 
Heb. a. f. lis Feet ; yet, as the Apoſtle obſerves, we fre 
not yet all Things put under him; neither are 
all Nations, even after ſeventeen Centuries, 
actually reduced to their juſt Subjection to 


— — — 

Tr a Propane hs Gals” — 
him. It muſt be acknowledged, that ſome 
great Empires and States in the Eaftern and 
Southern Parts of the World, even where 


Chriſtiapiry flouriſhed: in the earlieſt Ages, 
are over-run with Mubometi/m ; and that o- 


thers, both in thoſe, and in the Weſtern and | 
Northern Climates, ſtill retain their antient 
Heatheniſm ; as likewiſe, that the eus, who 


are judicially diſperſed thro'out the World, 
do ſtill moſt obſtinately adhere to their an- 
tient Prejudices. So that without entring 
into particular Calculations, it is confeſſed, 
that the greater Part of the Earth is not yet 
Cbriſtian. The Queſtion then that ariſes is, 
whether Miracles, which antiently reduced 
the Roman Empire to the Obedience of Faith, 


the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, in or- 
der to convert the unbelieving Part of Man- 


kind to it. That theſe are the ſtrongeſt 


Proofs - poſhble; is very evident, when wwe 


conſider that they are the moſt authentick 
Credentials that a Perſon is ſent by God, and 
are an undoubted Seal from Heaven of hie 
Commiſſion; as well as that they have a pe- 
euliar firneſs to awaken the Carioſity of the 
World and are the moſt uni verſał Methods 
2 * and 
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"7 SERMON! of = Tag. 


Learned, as they are Appeals to che Senſes 


as well as to the Reaſon: of Mankind. This: 


being permiſed; it is pretended that Mira- 
Jury be now expected, on ſuppoſition; 
the Caſe; rhar-is, that there is the ſame Sin- 


cerity and Zeal in a Miſſionary at preſent, 


as there was in an Apoſtle or others in the 


primitive Times: and it is certain, that the 


Exigencies and Prejudices of Unbelievers run 


as high as ever in ſeveral Parts of the World, 


and therefore demand the higheſt Proofs 
poſſible for their Conviction. And where 
theſe Circumſtances concur on both Sides, it 


is plauſibly ſaĩd, that God cannot be ſuppo- 


ſed to be wanting in carrying on ſo good, 


ſo important, and fo. neceſſary Cauſe, by a 


le N n G40 in Favourlof Chriſ- 


Nanit y. ( 0301175 o To att 51; 
Now not to inſiſt on this OveiBou: that 
inquiſitve Perſons in ſome Pagan Nations, 


portunities of knowing the Hiſtory: of the 


Chriſtian World, and particularly of being 


aſſured of the reality of thoſe miraculous 


Facts of our Lord = his Apoſtles, that e- 
ſtabliſhed once for all the Truch of the Chri- 


prized, chat chis Confirmation of it is of the 


tho not in all, may be favoured with Op- 
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ame ſtanding Force for ever; in ſuch 4 
Caſe! as this; it is evident that new Mi- 
racies need not be repeated for the Satisfac- 
tion of ſuch Perſons, which they are capable 
of obtaining themſelves from the old ones. 
This indeed is acknowledged not to be often 
the Caſe of Pagans: and therefore Iſhall here 
conſider Unbelievers as ignorant of thoſe 
Hiſtories of antient Times that are common 
with us, and very much confirm the 'Fruth 
of Chriſtianity: However, in theſe Circum- 
ſtances it will not follow that the faremen- 
tioned ee, Purity is of any force: 
For the Propagators of the Goſpel in Inf 
del Nations cannot; without great Pre- 
ſumption, depend on their being ſupported 


by iy nelle, in Confirmation” of their: Doc- 


trine / unleſi God thinks fit to reveal expreſs- 
iy to them, that he! will ſo far e eo· operate 
with them, as to confirm their Word by Signs 
Following, as he did at firſt*ro the Apoſtles; 
or, unleſs. he gives them full Aﬀſutunie by 
ſomei previous Miracliſ that he will aſſiſt 
them afterwards in a mαu“ꝓu¹ Manner; as 
he did to Mo/es, before he ſent him into E- 
Out for the Deliverance of the 'Tfraelttes, 
As for the former che nt God can 
ſo reveal his Intention to ſupport a Miffio-, 
nary eee to ci bim of the 
0 * * 0 Truth 
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= Revelatian, yet it may os. 
ten happen that a Perſoni of a warm Piety 
and great Leal in che Work uf Converi on, 
may he wnpeſed on hitaſelf by: the Enthu- 
ſiaſm of his Temper, and may miſtales it fur 
Divine Revelation. And therefore the latter 
Criterion, pamely, chat of a previous Af 
racle, ſeems neceſſary to diſtluguiſh tlie one 
from the other, and to give a rational Satiſ- 
faction to ſuch a Perfon that he is under no 
Deluſion of Imagination. And indeed if a 
Mifhonary, without ſome ſuch previous Ai. 
racle, be ſuppoſed to put the: ficeſs of the 
Chriſtian Cauſe upon his Expectation to be 
ſeconded by Miracles, and ſhall not happen 
in Fact to he ſupported by God in his Pre- 
tenſions, it is evident, that inſtead: of propa - 
gating the Goſpel among Inſidels, he would 
expoſe himſelf and his Religion ta Contempt 
by his ill Succeſs, and would ruin the Cre- 
dibility of it fax ever among thoſe Unbeliev- 
Pretenfigns, It is obſervable therefore in che 
Accounts of Chriſtianity, as propagated in ihe 
they artfully imermix ſoma ſorta af Miracles = 
in their Natratives, and cho chæy an ocher 
Gent after that the, Rerformance of, 


Miracles 


oy *. 
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roms is one oe Us Notes of the true br 
Chureh; yet they do not ſpeak of thoſe Mi- 
racks with any great Aﬀurance, nor lay the 
ſtreſs of their > Clinic of Pagans upon 
them. And as they do not put the Chriſtian 
Cauſe upon that Bottom, ſo thoſe few Mi- 
racles they infinuate to be wrought by them 
abroad, and in remote Countries, ftand juſt- 
ly ſuſpected, for the ſake of thoſe falſe Mi- 
racles they have been convicted of at Home. 
Bor 'befides this Difficulty, there is ano- 
ther that deſtroys the Suppoſition of paral- 
iel Circumſtances, and therefore the Expec- 
tation of Miracles as founded on them: 
that God may not think a Miffion- 
ary's Soon of converting an Infidel Nation, 
to be the proper one; chat is, agreeable to 
his Scheme of the Government of the 
World, in wheſe Power ure put the propet : 
Times and. Seaſons. And conſequently, tho” 
a Miſſionary be ſuppoſed to be in a parity of 
ſome Circumſtances with the primitive Pro- 
pagatots of Chriftianicy, that is, to be very 
fincere, and pious,” und zenlous in promo- 
ting che Chriſtian Cuuſe; and tho the Peo- 
ple deſigned to be converted by him, be ſup- 
poſed to be much in the ſume Condition, as 
to Ignoranos and Prejudices, with "the anti- ; 


ent S e whom Mabie were ek. 
hibited 
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e —hibited i in, Confirmation 7 7 the Truth of 


Chriſtianity,; vet chere cannot be a Parity 
of all. Circumſtances i in the two, propoſed 
Caſes, till! it can be proved that the Miſſio- 
nary's time is the true Time and proper Sea- 
ſon that is fixed by God, in his infinite Wiſ⸗ 


| dom, for the, Converſion, of, Pagans, or other 


Unbelievers by Miracles, as they fotmeriy 
were. So that the proper time of Providence 
is to be taken into the Ciccumſtances of each 


Caſe, to eſtabliſh their Parity; which is im- 


Acts i. 6. 


Ver. 7. 


poſſible to be done without divine Revela- 
tion. On one ſide, we are ignorant of the 
proper Seaſon appointed by God, for che 
Converſion of Infidel, Nations by Miracles: 
and on the other, we are aſſured that the 
time of Chrift s Appearance in the World 
was the proper Seaſon, becauſe it was fixed 
by Ged himſelf in the antient Prophecies, 
as they have been clearly. ry AUR by: — 
Event of Thing. 5c tpi)l 

Inpzep when we rocolledt; ths A. | 
poſtles themſelves were reprimanded by our 
Lord, for asking him after his Reſurrection, 


whether he would ar that time riftore again 


the Kingdom to Iſrael 3, by (his -anſwering 


them, that it was nor for them to know the 


Times and the $ eaſons z but that they ſhould 


receive Power after that . * Holy: Ghoft: was 


come 


. "the, Propagation of = 22 


come en them, That is, to qualify them for 
| being W Witneſſes of him and his Religion 
we. ſorely, vl confeſſedly are deſtitute of 
the extraordinary Gifts of the . bleſſed: Spi- 
rit, and. particularly of that of Miracles, 

ought to be very modeſt, and humble, and 
not ſo very ſanguine as ſome among us are 
in their Expectations of the ſpeedy opening 
of a new Scene of Things, or of the Com- 
mencement of the happy State of the Church 
within the ſhort Period of three or four 


ſoon GREEN to the Chriſtian Religion. in 
its greateſt Purity; and if ſo, in a miracu- 
lous Manner. For on this Occaſion it ought 
to be conſider d, that tho ſome good and 
learned Perſons have made very plauſible 
Computations, to evince the near Approach 
of that happy State; yet others of the ſame 
Character muſt be acknowledged to have 
been deceived in their Schemes and Calcula- 
tions on that nice Subject. I do not preſume 
indeed to ſay in a Poſitive manner, that ihe 
Favourers of thoſe Sentiments will be expe- 
- rimentally Confuted in a very ſhort ſpace of 
Time, or here to point out any ſingle Link 

that fl leſs firm in their whole-Chrono- 
logical Chain; and much lets do J aſſert that 
it is impoſſible for the Providence of God, 

D | "hs 
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the Depts of whaſe Counſels are wot 
thomable by mortal Men, to produce ſuch 
great Alterations in che Chriſtian Church 
within a ſmall compaſs of Time. However, 
it may be obſerved, T hope, without any Of- 
fence, that tho' good Men have great Rea- 
fon to wiſh for the Approach of that Happy 
State, yet che preſent bad Circumftances of 


che Chriſtian World do not ſeem to agree 


with the ſudden Profpett of it. There muſt 
ſurely be greater Alterations, and thoſe gra- 
dually carried on, before a due Preparation 
is made for the Introduction of that glorious 
State of the Univerſal Church of Chrift. The 
Signs of the Times, in which Infidelity and 
Immorality ſo much prevail not only among 
our Selves,. but throughout all Europe, and 


even beyond it, do by no means favour ſo 


quick and ſudden a Change of the Principles 
and Practices of degenerate Chriſtians; nor 


preſage the Converſion of Infidel Nations 


throughout the World, till a great Refor- 
mation is made of the open Licentiouſneſs, 


the avowed Profaneneſs, and the ſcandalous 


Morals of no ſmall Numbers of thoſe that 
are falſly called the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. 

I 64 ALL add farther to the Hint now 
given, that if the Fall of Anichrift is ap- 


pointed to precede ſuch a general Converſion 
of 


fer the Perc.” 
of Infidel Nations, (as is uſually — 
by Proteſtant Aparahntical Commentators) 
that general Converſion ſeems to be placed 


by Providence ata conſiderable Diſtance of 
Tire from us; ſince the ſuppoſrd previcus 
Fall of Aniichrift ſeems to be ſo, i the Pa. 
l Uſurpation and Apoſtacy be the true 
Character of Aniichriſ. For if we may 
form a Judgment of this Matter from the 
late Reinforeement of the famous Conſtitu- 
tion, Unigenitus, in which the moſt abſolute 
Papel Authority, and the genuine Popery of 
the darkeſt Ages before the Reformation, art 
revived and maintained; in which che great- 
eſt Indigniey is Mrown on the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as a Boek that is not fir to be intyuſl- 
ed in the Hands of the common People ; 
and in which the Nomi Idolatry, which s 
one great Obſtaele of the Converſion of the 
Jeus and Mabometans, is far from being Re- 
formed; if this Conſtinnmon, Þ fay, has fo 
at a Streſs hid on it, as to be ftiled the 
Baſis of all the Councils of the Church by 
the late learned but ſceptieab Editor of thofe 
Ouncih; if, in Fach, an imphlicic Subſcrip- 
tion 10 is has of late beer rigidly exacted; e- 
ven in the moſt knowing Part of that Com- 
mounion; ſurely in theſe Circumſtances, the 
0 of Aurichriſt does not deem fo very near 
D 2 as 
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as ſome have imagined ; and conſequently, 
the general Converſion of Infidel Nations 
to Chriſtianity, and the bleſſed State of the 
Church, agreeably to the | ſuppoſed Con- 
nexion of them, ſeem to be placed at a great- 
er diſtance from the preſent Times than 
ſome are willing to allow. But I haſten 
8 "_ . e err if it be one, to the ' | 
11 H 1 D Head 1 dN W Thas 
cho Miracles are not to be expected at pr 
ſent, yet may they juſtly be ſo before u = 
End of the World, to facilitate and perfect 
the Converſion of Infidel Nations to Chriſ- 
tianity. And of this I ſhall: treat in a leſs 
diffuſed manner, than I have done the laſt 
Head of this Diſcourſe; and more eſpecially, 
ſince ſome of the foregoing Obſervations 
have in ſome meaſure Anticipated what re+ 
mains to be ſaid upon the preſent Subject. 
INDEED this Head has ſo natural and ea- 
ſy a Connexion with thoſe that immediate- 
ly ptecede it, that it is, in effect, a Conſe- 
quence that neceſſarily reſults from them. 
For if all Mankind is in due time to be 
converted to the Chriſtian Religion, if the 
greater Part of the World is not yet con- 
verted to it, if Miracles are the moſt pow- 
erful Methods of ſuch a ee and 


Were 
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were accordingly appointed and uſed by God 
Roman Empire; and again, if thoſe antient 


Cacy, as they juſtly have with us, on 'thoſe 
Infidel Nations that are ſuppoſed to be ig- 
norant of other Hiſtories that are well known 
to us, and confirm in a Concurrent manner 
the Truth of thoſe Miracles; it follows, 
ſince theſe Reaſons will always continue the 
ſame in the ſame Circumſtances, that new 
Miracles are to be juſtly expected before the 
End of the World, in order to facilitate and 


Chriſtianity. Indeed it is not eaſy otherwiſe 
to imagine how all the Gentile Nations, the 


veterate Adverſaries of Chriſtianity the Jews 


held out moſt obſtinately againſt it for ſo 


verted to. a new Religion, and particularly 


under ſuch inſuperable Prejudices, as no- 
thing ſhort of the immediate interpoſition 
of the Arm of God can wholly ſurmount 


of W Adverſaries would it ſelf be the 
a greateſt 


in the earlieſt Ages for the Converſion of the 


Miracles have not the ſame Force and Effi - 


perfect the Converſion of Infidel Nations to 


Mahometan Empires and States, and the in- 
diſpetſed throughout the World, who have 


many Ages, ſhould be entirely melted down 
into-a Recantation, and be unanimouſly con- 


the Cbriſtian, againſt which they labour 


and remove. Such an univerſal Conviction 
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ſon naw precarioully alledged, namely, a Pa- 

rity of Circumſtances With thaſe of the Pri- 
raitive, times, Will then have irs due Force 
and: Weight; that is, in the aft Ages ofthe 


World Miracles will be wrought, and that 


with great Succeſs, becauſe it will be in the 
truly proper Seaſam that which is appoint- 
ed by Gon himſelſ that Manacias, the ſirong- 
eſt and moſt effectual Means of an uni verſal 
Converſion. to Chriftianity, and therefore 
the antient great Proof of it, wilt be revived 
by an Almighty Agent, in whoſe: Hands are 
the Hearts off all Men, as well às the Times 
and. Szaſans of their Converſion. The Judi- 
cial Fall of Antichriſt may (as has been in- 
timated before) be a ſignal Occaſion of con- 

uvering the Prejudices of the Fews, who 


have been ſo. much ſcandalized at the Idola- 


try retained, in a conſiderable part of the 
Chriſtian: Church, Such a Conviction and 
Reſtoration, of the Fews, who are repre- 


Zech. xii, ſented. in the Prophecy of Zecharrah, as 


10. having the Spirit of Grace and Supplioation 


poured upon them, hy God and as looking up- 
an him whom they have pierced, and Monyn- 


xii. 1. ing bitterly, for him. —uen there ſhall be'a 


Feumtain opened t6 them. far: Sin and for Un- 


cleauneſ; ſucha removal of the Vail rum the 
Hearts 


EEC of the Gojpel, 3x0 


Hearts of that penitent People, and their 
incorporation wich the Ohriftian Church, 
may, I ſay, be probably ſuppoſed to give n 
great Alarm to the Gentile and Mabomretan 
Nations among whom they ure now diſperſ- 
ed, and diſpoſe them to ſee the miratulbi 
Hand of Gop chen viſibly difplay'd on 
that and other great Occafions, at ſo cri- 
tical a Juncture. The Pagam may be the 
more inclined to renounce their antient 
Idelatry, when they fee it puniſhed fo re- 
markably in others, and to embrace the 7. 
ritual Worſhip of reformed and genuine 
Chriftanity, and more eſpecially as fupport- 
ed anew by the Miracles of its Preachers, 
and the no leſs miraculous Changes and Re- 
volutions of a great part of the World. 
Theſe wonderful Alterations may likewiſe 
be ſuppoſed to affect the Mabometans; who 
when they ſee that 1dolatry, which has fo 
much ſhock'd them, entirely aboliſhed, and 
the Jews grafted in anew to the Church of 
Gov, in concurrence with the flowing in of 
the Gentile Nations, the Time of whoſe ful- 
neſs is come; or in St. Paul's own Words, 
as before explained, that all T/rael chat had 
been ſo long rejected, do accept at laſt of 
their rejected Saviour, and are /zved them- 


N the 2 I fay, may in theſe 
ſurprizing 
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ſurprizing . Circumſtances, and eſpecially | 
when attended with the inward Operations 
of the Bleſſed Spirit for their Conviction, be 
reaſonably preſumed to be willing to em- 
brace the Chriſtian Religion. And indeed 
tho' the Adherers to the Impoſture of Ma- 
| bomet have been, by their mighty Succeſles, 
a terrible Scourge of the Corruptions of 
Cbriſtendom, yet they may be conſider d as 
better prepared for the reception of the Goſ- 
pel than the Pagans, and likewiſe as prepa- 
ring a great part of the World for it, by 
their having ſubdued Pagan Idolatry in many 
Countries, as well as by the Reverene they 
and their pretended Prophet have ſhewn to 
Jeſus Cbriſt, and their acknowledgment of 
the Truth of moſt of the Facts recorded of 
him in the Goſpels, at the ſame time that 
they have vainly endeavoured to antiquate 


' and ſuperſede his Religion, by their own im- 


pious and imperfect Impoſture. 

I 8H ALL not take upon me to aſſert po- 
49720 on this Occaſion, what muſt be 
confeſs'd to have been an antient Tradition 


of many of the Chriſtian Fathers, namely, | 


that there will be a ſecond coming of Elias, 


to prepare the way for the ſecond coming of 


Mal. iv. 5. Feſus Chriſt : that is, that Elias the Prophet 
ſhall himſelf appear in the World before the 


great 


3 
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3 


1 
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great and terrible Day, to turn the Hearts 


of the Children of the Fewiſb Fathers to the 
true Senſe of their Fathers the Prophets, in 
a miraculous Manner. However, it may 
be ſaid, that as this Opinion is not inconſiſ· 
tent with John the Baptiſt's having come al- 
ready, as the Fore-runner of Chrift, in the 
Spirit and Power of Elias, namely, by con- 


ſtantly ſpeaking, Truth, boldly rebuking 


Vice, and patientiy ſuffering for rhe Truth's 


ſake; ſo neither is it ſo with the Words of 
our Lord in their plaineſt Senſe, biz, that 


Elias truly ſhall firſt came and-reflore ol» 
Things, tho Elias is already come, that is, in y4.. 5 


. ſpiritual Senſe. And it may be added, 10. 14. 


compared 


that if Elias ſhall again appear in Perſon, (as with Mat. 
he did not perſonally appear before, ) it is moſt u. » 


probable he will appear with the greateſt 


Power, and as a Performer of Miracles, fot 


the Converſion: of the eus and. others to 


Chriſtianity. For it is certain, that as Fohn . 


the Baptiſt wrought no Miracles, ſo the 
Performance of them was a diſtinguiſhing 

Character of Elias himſelf. we 
NrITAER ſhall.l affirm, with the great 
Mr. Mede, that Feſus Chriſt will viſibly ap- 
car in Perſon to the eus before the laſt 
Day, for the Conviction and Converſion of 
8 nd Bon Erie theſe 
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two Points as Diſputable matters, it is futh- 
cient to evince, as I hope has been done, that 
Miracles will be wrought, in God's own 
Time, to facilitate and perfect the Conver- 
ſion of all Nations to the Chriftian Religion. 
1 ACCORDINGLY go on to the COLO: 
ration of the | en 


i 


eie and la Heal of this Diſcourſe, 
namely, What are the moſt proper Methods 


to be now uſed in order to convert the unbe- 
lieving Part of the World to Chriſtianity, 
and more eſpecially the Pagans in America, 

as thoſe with whom this Society od rn 


gating the Goſpel in 3 Parte is 
immediately concerned. 


Tur Charter indeed of thi As a 


juſt regard to the ſpiritual Welfare and good 


Inſtruction of the Colonies and FaBories of 
this Kingdom in 41 Foreign Parts; and 
therefore may extend the Views of Propa- 


| gating the Goſpel to the remoteſt Eaſtern 


Countries as well as tlie Weftern, fince our 


eur are ſpread throughout both of 


m. But ſince the Engliſh Fastvries in the 
— maintain at their own Expence, thoſe 


that officiate in ſacred Things among them, 


J think it ſuperfluous to conſider at this 


time our Miſions in — Eaftern Parts of 


the 


J 


. 1 


_ for The Propagation 7 the-Goſpel. 


-— th tits. . nn. 


the World; and more e fince; our 


Miſſiom ar ies, properly ſo called, are very fow 


in thoſe· Countries; who likewiſe are lau- 
dably-ſupported by another Society, namely, 


that for Promoting Chriftian Knowledge." But 
the Caſe is very different in our Clones in 
the Ml Indies as like wiſe with relation to 


the Negroes employed by thein, and che Zu. 


2 | L . 1 
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WII regard to the Miſſionaries in our 


American Colonies, as there has formerlybeen 


great neceſũity for tel being ſupplied wich 
ſpiritual Guides and Inſtructors in Chriſtia- 


nity, ſince many of our People there were very 


Ignorant and Immoral, as is clearly expreſt 


in the Charter of this Society; ſo is there the 
ſame Neceſſity for Paſtors among them, to 


keep up a juſt ſenſe of Religion in the pre- 


ſent and future Generations; and more ei- 
pectlly, ſince ſome Colonies receive a great 


Acceſſion of Inhabitants every Lear from 


che Confluence of thoſe that are here con- 


demned to Tranſportation, who no doubt 
want Reformation of Manners, and a better 
Senſe of Religion. Indeed in a Courſe of 
about Thirty Vears from the Eftabliſhmenc 
of this Scciety by a Cbartar, a great Progreſs 
has been made in building Churches, and 
ann, Miniſters of Pariſhes, (cho often of 
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too great Extent) for-the immediate, uſe: 2 
our Countrymen placed in different Oolo : 
nies 3 ſo that now, God be thanked, there 
is a publick face of Religion, and a regular 
Worſhip of God eſtabliſhed among moſt of 
them, agreeably to the Rules and Orders of 
the Church England, : However, it muſt 
be confeſſed, that there: is ſtill great Occa- 
fion not only for: che Inſtruction of them in 
Religion, in common with all other Chriſ- 
tians ; but the Exigencies of our Colonies 
requite in a particular Manner that they be 
farther reformed, with reſpect to rapacious 
Practices; Frauds, Luxury, and other groſs 
Immoralities that are the uſual Attendants 
of itz and conſequently, Miſſionaries are as 
neceſſarily; to be ſent abroad for the Refor- 
mation of our on Countrymen in Anerica, 
as for the Converſion of Negraes and Indi- 
ans. And more eſpecially ſo, ſince not only 
the Name of Ghrift is frequently Blaſphemed 
among the Inſidels round about them, on 
Occaſion of the profligate Lives of too ma- 
ny in our Colonies, but they themſelves are 
in ſeveral Places too indigent to bear the 
Expences that are neceſſary for the Mainte- 
nance: of the Miniſters of Cbriſi among 
them; and who muſt therefore be ſup- 
ported * the liberal ——— of well 
diſpoled 
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diſpoſed Chriſtians, that refide 1 in * weal- 5 


thiet Parts of the World, 


As for the Negroes that are W in 


the Drudgery of our Plantations, and in pro- 
curing Riches to their Maſters; and indeed 


to our whole Country in the natural Circu- 


lation of Trade, with what Modeſty can we 


ee to neglect the Inſtruction of them 


in Chriſtianity, who are our Domeſticks 
and menial Servants? How groſly ſupine 
do we deſerve to be thought, if we uſe not 
all our Opportunities of converting them 
to the Chriſtian Religion; and making them 


part of the Houſhold of Faith, who are lite- 


rally part of our own Houſhold ? Or with 


what Aſſurance can we ſhew ſome Teal for 


Converfion of the remoter Indians, "whilſt 
we.take ſo little care to inſtruct and admit 
thoſe into the Chriſtian Church that we are 
daily converſant with? Or will not the 


Trouble of ſome Chriſtian Inſtruction be 


amply compenſated, even with the ſecular 


Conſideration of their becoming more faith- 


ful Servants to vs; as it is very probable 


they will, when they are treated not only 


with more Humanity, but as our” Fellow- 
Chriſtians; and are no longer to be conſider d 
as mere Beaſts of Burthen? But it is to be 
. 1 Rodd che Carechifts; that are employ- 
ed 
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ed by this Society in the Inſtruction and Con- 
verſion of the poor Negroe- Slaves to Chriſ 
tianity, will by their good Succeſs: give the 
beſt Reſolution of theſe Queſtions; and that 
their Maſters. will be at laſt convinced, by 
the Determination of the ableſt Lawyers as 
well as Divines, that as no Alteration is 
made in Property of any kind by the Goſpel, 
ſo none at all is made in the Property of 
their Slaves by their being baptized into the 
Chriſtian Faith; and will ſhew they are aſſur- 
ed that their Slaves have Human Souls, (a pre- 
tence to the contrary being too ridiculous to 
be confuted) by their contributing in a more 
Chriſtian Manner to the Salvation of them. 

WIr regard to the more extended Views 
of this Society, namely, the Convetſion of 
the American Pagans, and more eſpecially 
thoſe that are in the Neighbourhood of any 
of our Colonies; it is to be feared chat 
Chriſtian Inſtructions will th in great mea- 


ſcarce capable of — till * ate 
firſt Civilized, and previouſly taught the Arts 
of Humanity. As they are generally the 
more rude and ſavage ſort of Indians that 
border upon our Colonies, the task of Con- 
verting them is vaſtly more difficult, than 
that of the Indians of àa more mild and tracta- | 
ble 
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notorious that thoſe we are generally con- 


arrived at the Knowledge of the common 
Conveniencies of Life, of cloathing them- 
_ ſelves with decency, of building Houſes, and 
much leſs Cities, of Trading, or even of 
Tilling Land for che Uſe of themſelves and 
Families ; but that they are half-naked, live 
in miſerable Hurts, and depend chiefly on 
Hunting, or Rapine and War; as likewiſe 
that they are in a ftate of abſolute Igno- 


Nature this, that not without great af- 
fectation of 'a Paradox, has been ſtyled a 
ſtate of Innocence, and accordingly has been 
infinitely preferr d to a Regular ſtate of Life, 


and eſpecially vader the ChriBin Diſpenſa- 
tion, by a ſett of Men, that are reſolved at 


of che Chriſtiun Revelation. The firſt Step 
therefore to be taken in order to the Con- 
verſion of ſuch a wild ſort of People, is to 
introduce among them ſome Knowledge of 
che Conveniencies of a Regular Life. They 
are to be taught the eommon introductory 


ein e neal in the Conver- 


ble Diſpoſition; ſuch, I mean, as formerly in- 
habited the Cities of Mexico and Peru. It is 


cerned with, are Perſons that are not yet 


rance of all parts of Learning, A ſtate of 


all Adventures to depreciate the Advantages 


parts of Learning, before any great Progreſs 
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mafic — to Chriſtianity. 


Not only more Schools are therefore to be 
opened, but mote Colleges are to be erected, 
and Profeſſorſhips, more eſpecially of Hiſto- 
ry, Geography, and Chronology, are to be en- 
dowed, if we would effectually propagate 
good Manners and true Religion among 
them. And indeed, the Miſſionaries that are 
moſt likely to be ſucceſsful in propagating 
the Chriſtian Religion among the Indians, 
are ſuch as have cultivated their Languages, 
and therefore have free Admiſſion among 
them; or rather, (on account of the tediouſ- 
neſs of learning their barbarous Languages) 
are ſuch. of their own Countrymen, and of 
the ſame Languages with themſelves, as 
might be prevailed with to be Civilized in 
Schools and Colleges, and who, after having 
learned not only Human Arts, but Chriſtiani- 
ty there, ſhould return into their reſpective 
Countries, and inſtruct their Brethren in them 
wich greater Advantages than we can pre- 
tend to. To this Scheme of Improvement, 
and conſequently of Converſion, the Favour 
of their ſeveral Princes and petty; Gover- 
nors, if capable of being acquired, might 
much conduce, by the Influence it might de- 
tive upon their Subjects. But if their 
Higher Powers theſely ves are incapable of 


; Cultivation, 
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Culrivarion, and prefer a brutal ſort af Elle 


| in oammon with! their, People, to all the 8 


Arts of, Humanity that we can teach them: 


the Converſion of the Indians is ſcarce to 
be expected by che uſe of any ordinary 


Means of Inſtruction. The Caſe is here 


very different from what it is in China and 
other great Eaftern Empires, where the Peo 
ple are civilized, ingenious, and under the 


Influence of an abſolute Prince, that favours 
che Chriſtian Religion, and permits his Sub- 
s.to embrace it. However, even in ſome 


of thoſe Eaſtern Empires, tho' there have 


been happy Revolutions of Religion that 


have been obtained by the Favour of ſome. 


great Princes, which was gained by their Ad- 


miration of a ſuperiour Skill in Mathema- 
ticks; and their on political LDſe of ſome 


Mechanical Parts of them, as taught by ſome 
of the firſt and chief Miſſionaries there; (on 


- whoſe temporizing Omiſſions of ſome im- 


portant Parts of the Goſpel in the Zaft- Inu. 


dies, and mean Compliances with the Rites 


of the Idolatry eſtabliſhed in China; -Lthall - 
not here reflect) yet ſuch has been the uncer- 


tainty of the Favour of Princes, or the Vi- 


ciſſitude of Human Affairs, or the unfortu - 


nate Detection of the Politieal , Intrigues c 


Wale that acquired that Favour, that Anti- 2 
Te revolutions 


dene 7 


revolutions have ſometimes happened, ind 
particularly. in Japan, where the Govern- 
ment has been ſubverted in conſequence of 
that Indulgence, and Multitudes of new 
Converu ty Chriſtianity have been deſtroyed, 
and indeed the Church there bas been en- 
tirely mc to ruin. 10 to return nearer 
home. | 379.18 
Amber Method of oropugtarings our 
poly Faith among the Indians of America, 
is that of the Saxt#:ty of the lives of our 
 Myſfonarres there; and indeed of à thorough 
Reformation of the Morals of che People in 
our Colonies, who in ſome Mexſure ought 
to be conſider d as Miionur ies, by a truly 
Chriſtian Life, to the Pugam toumd about 
them. For tho! the Chriſtian Religion moſt 
juſtly recommend it ſelf to all inquiſitive 
and rational Perſons by che Excellency of 
the Divine Scheme, chat is exhibited in the 
Redemption of the World by che ineſtima- 
ble Performances and Merits of our great 
Mediator, and by the perfectiug of Human 
Nature by the noble Syftettv of Mora/iry he 
has taught his Followers; yet it muſt be 
confeſt d that an ignorant udias muſt, in 
the reſalt of Things, chieſy depend on the 
e * eee of he- Mum 
| that 
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and Certainty of the diſtinguiſhing Fads that 
relate to Fut Chrift.” And conſequently, 
the Veracity of che Miſſionary ought eo be 
firmly eftabliſhed by the Holineſs of his Life, 
and Goodneſs of his Morals; ſince they are 
the moſt powerful Arguments he can uſe, 
and which give the beſt Character "both of 

him and his Religion to a poor Indian, in or- 
der to per ſuade him to embrace that Faith, 
which has ſo great an Influence on the Life 
of him that recommends it by his own Exam 
ple. Such a Miſhonary therefore is the moſt 

_ ccedible Witneſs af the Truth of that Religi- 

on, which he is ſuppoſod to have examined, 

and recommends on his own Authority). 

Oncx more; The preſent Defe& of Mi- 

_ racies ovght to be-fapplied by; ſuch 4 Dili. 

gence” in the Miſſionary: Function, as may 

bear ſome Proportion to it; and by flach a 
_ Zeal fat the Glory of God, and the Salva- 

Tic of Souls, as may in ſome; Meaſure he- 

eee e ee m nN 

An laſfly, che moſt /arderic Prayers ate 
2 bend up to the Throne of {Grace fur 

the Div ine \Adkftance; in our conttibuting 
1 dhe enlargement af che Kingdom of 

8 mist aud a Hlefing from Heaven: 28:20 he 
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earneſtly; implored on the Ina Ends, 
vours of his Servants to propagate the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, who commanded them to do 
ſo, and at the ſame time promiſed to be e 
them, that is, in an effectual Manner, to tlie 
end of the World; and who indeed has made 
it a part of our daily Prayer that Gop's 
Kingdom may come, or may be accompliſhed 
and become univerſal thro out the World. 
AND as theſe Methods are of perpetual 
Uſe, ſo are we at this critical Juncture ob- 
liged ſo to reflect on the prevalence of Inſi- 
delity among us, in theſe parts of the World; 
that if God, for the Puniſhment of our moſt 
ſhameful Abuſe of the Goſpel, ſhould give 
us up to a general Infidelity, or abandon us 
to a Return of Popery, the pure Chriſtian 
Religion may have ſome Retreat prepared 
for it in America; and, agreeably to the 
prophetical Preſages of ſome very pious Per- 
ſons of the laſt Century, now with Go p, 
may be tranſplanted thither; that thus 
God's Ways may be known upon Earth, and 
his Saving Health among all Nations, even 
from the riſing to the going down of the 
Sun. And indeed the Wicked Zeal which is 
exerted by the Rival Society among us for 
Propagating) at not only here, but by 

* 


| ig to have been tranſmitted thither, ought 

to awaken and rouze dur Charſtable Zeal 
to obviate their Attempis p For if fo bad a 
Cauſe as they are engaged in, that by which 5 
they labour to perſuadde themſelves and 9 , 
thers' that they are! no better Beings than the 


PRI 


Art unt indufry; ; with te Diligence and 
Vigour ought we to be animated in the pur- 
ſuit of the true Intereſts of a; Cauſe, 5 
gives us a glorious proſpect of an happy Im- 
mortality. and juſt hopes of being accounted 
worthy of a Life equal to that of Angels, to 
be enjoyed by our ſelves, and Multitudes of 
others, upon the Principles of Chriſtianity? | 


This ſurely is a ſtate of Life that is worthy _ 


of our warmeſt Purſuits, and our moſt labo- 
rious Studies; but to be extinct altogether 


both in Soul: and Body, when we leave this vain 
World, "does" not deſerve a ibgle' Thought. | 
As therefore. Gophas favoured: this Society 
with great Succeſs,” and raiſed bp. numerous 
Benefactors to it from time to time, and 


more a a late bountifpl Lady, Who MnPamer, 


has left ſo noble a Legacy to it, that her 
e well e LET: with 
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mur Inpome of this Seren fallh.yory b 
of the Expences. of it; let un alis our e! 
Stations promote {Þ great ant, gon e Der 
ben, by -procyring .mare-ample -Coparibyr — | 
tions towards this Labour of Love both to — 
Ge 2D. and Man; and. no doubt we;ſhall. iy 
de time be convinced by an happy Experi- 
ence, hat ur pious Endeavours will not 
be in vain in the Lord, I. 0 ee 
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